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Continental European opinion, it has been hardly ever
comprehended. Its imitators have sometimes made
the historical mistake of confounding the later work-
ing of some of its parts with that originally intended
by its founders. And sometimes they have fallen
into the practical error of attempting to combine ite
characteristics with some of the modern character-
istics of the British Constitution. The President of
the Second French Republic was directly elected by
the French people in conformity with the modern
practice of the Americans, and the result was that,
confident in the personal authority witnessed to by
the number of his supporters, he overthrew the Re-
public and established a military despotism. The
President of the Third French Republic is elected
in a different and a safer way ; bat the Ministers
whom he appoints have seats in the French Legisla-
ture, mix in its debates, and are responsible to the
Lower House, just as are the members of an English
Cabinet The effect is, that there is no living func-
tionary who occupies a more pitiable position than a
French President. The old lun^s of France reigned
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and governed. The Constitutional King, according
to M. ThierSj reigns, but does not govern. The Pre-
sident of the United States governs, but he does not
reign. It has been reserved for the President of the
French Republic neither to reign nor yet to govern.
The Senate has proved a most successful institu-